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Saint Barth is moving into full swing 
for the holidays, with festivities 
galore. Check out our news item 

about the Christmas Village, which opens 
on the dock on Friday, December 9, with 
special events and photo ops and a parade 
with Santa Claus or Père Noël, as he is 
called in French. 
 
The Collectivité has once again expressed 
its dismay at the number of road accidents 
and DUI cases they are encountering this 
season. The best advice we can offer is 
don’t drink if you plan to drive, or keep in 
mind that the maximum level of alcohol 
in your blood is basically nil under 
French law. Fines are levied on the spot!  
 
For those of you used to shopping at 
AMC “Libre Service” in Gustavia, this 
grocery store—which originally opened 
in 1962 as Jamco’s self-service market 
and is still run by Alain Magras (son of 
the original owners)—has once again 
reinvented itself as Au Rendez-Vous, 
with products more in keeping with 
today’s lifestyle. Obviously Saint Barth 
has changed dramatically since the 60s 
when the store ran its own generators to 
provide refrigeration on an island with 
no electricity.  
 
The Weekly also brings you news from 
the Territorial Environmental Agency 
and their concerns about species that are 
being subject to a spate of selfies. But 
before you grab onto a sea turtle or take 
a starfish out of the water, think about 
the harm you may be causing these poor 
animals. 
 
From drinking and driving to respecting 
local flora and fauna, let’s make this our 
motto: Think first, and avoid the conse-
quences! 
 

Ellen Lampert-Gréaux

Get out your shopping bags 
and head to the  Quai de 
Général de Gaulle (main 
dock) in Gustavia where Saint 
Barth’s Christmas Village glit-
ters on the weekends of 
December 9-11, December 
14-18, and December 21-23, 
starting at 5pm. In addition to 
various stalls with numerous 
gift options, there are also 
special events, concerts with 
live music, and a snack bar. 

Not to mention special visits 
by Santa Claus, who will lead 
a big holiday parade starting 
at the pharmacy at the entry to 
Gustavia on Sunday, Decem-
ber 11 at 4pm, plus photo ops 
on the Quai de Général de 
Gaulle on Wednesday after-
noons December 14 and 
December 21 at 4pm. Fun for 
all ages. Ho, Ho, Ho… happy 
holidays! 
 

CHRISTMAS VILLAGE OPENS IN GUSTAVIA  

Two new decrees, dated 
November 10 and November 
23, add to the  Collectivité’s 
arsenal of rules and regula-
tions to fight against noise 
pollution on the island. Partic-
ularly in the goal to “regulate 
construction work.” The first 
decree concerns work done by 
construction companies and 
individuals comprising the 
use of jack hammers or con-
crete cutters. Such work is 
now regulated as follows: 
Monday through Friday, 7am 
to 12pm and 2pm to 5pm; and 

7am to 12pm and 3pm to 5pm 
in the area around schools. On 
Saturday, construction compa-
nies can work from 7am to 
12pm (“with the exception of 
hydraulic rock crushers, elec-
tric or pneumatic jack ham-
mers, or concrete cutters” 
according to the Collectivité). 
Individuals can work at home 
from 8:30am to 12pm and 
3pm to 5pm, including gar-
dening and odd jobs. On Sun-
day and holidays, there is a 
total interdiction of noise for 
businesses and individuals.  

COLLECTIVITÉ’S NEW RULES AGAINST  
NOISE POLLUTION 
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A fter her visit, the Ter-
ritorial Environmen-
tal Agency (ATE) 

started to capture larvae 
based on a procedure created 
by the Van Hall Larenstein 
University of Applied Sci-
ences in Saba. Two distinct 
structures were installed 
using biodegradable  ele-
ments: palm fronds from the 
coccothrinax barbadensis (a 
protected species of palm 
tree), the antogonum leptopus 
creeping vine (an invasive 
species that grows over plants 
until they are deprived of 
light which retards their 

development), and agave 
sisal, also considered inva-
sive.  
 
In the shape of a ball, or 
woven, these elements should 
provide the larvae a means of 
protection from their preda-
tors—various fish, bacteria, 
mollusks, and micro crabs. 
This phase of the test was to 
determine which of the four 
vegetal fibers degrades the 
slowest over time, and in 
keeping with the life cycle of 
the sea urchin, from larva to 
its juvenile form. 
 

A Wave Of  Mortality For Diadem Sea Urchins: 
Why ?
After a wave of mortality for diadem sea urchins, professor Elizabeth Duermit 
Moreau of the University of Florida, an ecologist specializing in the diseases of 
crustaceans, came to St Barthélemy for four days to take samples from 25 sea 
urchins. This was done at five different sites in order to widen the research into 
their death in a genetic manner. 

REPLANTING SEAGRASS 
BEDS AT FORCHUE  
In its last bulletin, the Territorial 
Environmental Agency (ATE) noted 
the replanting of seagrass beds at 
Fourchue. The ATE remarks: “Since 
hurricane Irma, the Thalassia marine 
seagrass remains uprooted from the 
seafloor and is vulnerable to  cyclonic 
swells. At the end of August, the staff 
of the ATE, with the help of volun-
teers from Island Nature Saint Barth 
Experiences and the Coral Restora-
tion association, worked to remedy 
this precarious situation by collecting 
three root balls and reimplanting 
them at Fourchue. In fact, the Tha-
lassia testudinum, commonly known 
as turtle grass, had disappeared from 
the bay of  Fourchue due to erosion 
of the soil caused by the intensive 
grazing of wild goats on the island, 
which resulted in sedimentation of 
the bay, which in turn was fatal for 
this underwater plant.” 
 
To date, the Thalassia has not suc-
ceeded in recolonizing the seafloor of 
the bay. However, since the goats 
were removed in 2004, the ATE has 
observed that much of the vegetation 
has grown back. “Primarily in the 
principal ravine where we could 
observe a torrent of mud during 
heavy rains, but that is no longer the 
case today,” explains the agency. The 
return of Caribbean seagrass (Halo-
phila decipiens) and manatee grass 
(Syringodium filiforme) indicates 
that the physical and physiological 
conditions are favorable for the ree-
mergence of  turtle grass (Thalassia 
testudinum). 
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E very year, it’s the same 
story: Curiosity leads to 
behavior that has negative 

consequences for local flora and 
fauna. With this in mind, the Terri-
torial Environmental Agency 
(ATE) once again calls attention to 
the dangers that certain practices 
represent for many species found 
in Saint Barthélemy. Their mes-
sage is addressed to visitors as well 
as seasonal workers and residents. 
 
Destructive Selfies 
“The beaches of Saint Barth are 
especially appreciated for their 
turquoise water and white sand,” 
notes Karl Questel of the ATE. Just 
type such hashtags as #stbarths or 
#saintbarth on Instagram to see the 
many posts by tourists, as well as 
residents, that often hide negative 
consequences. Two species are 
often seen in such selfies: sea tur-
tles and starfish. But behind these 
selfies, seeking “likes” for their 
authors, is hidden a different reality 
for these animals: panic, fear, flee-
ing, asphyxiation, incessant disrup-
tion while trying to feed…” This 
reality obviously escapes the 
authors of these “nature” photos, 

because all they are doing is 
adding their own version to the 
millions of similar images already 
circulating online. 
 
In this long series of “classics” so 
over-immortalized as to become 
banal, is the sexy shot with a 
starfish. “Taking a starfish out of 
the water means it cannot breathe 
as long as it is out of the sea,” 
Questel explains. “It risks asphyxi-

ation, which is really understand-
able. But what can be done?” 
Pleading ignorance is often a 
response to this question, but 
starfish are not the only species to 
suffer in the race to post the image 
that gets the most “likes.”  
 
Sea turtles are also part of the 
“must be seen” species, says  
Questel with regret. “In certain 
bays, they adapt to the presence of 

Instagrammable Species: At What Price?

@ATE Watchout

@ATE 
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swimmers, and can even ignore 
them completely,” explains the sci-
entist. “To best enjoy the spectacle, 
it is best to do nothing, or just  float 
alongside them. To touch one, or 
worse, hold on to its  carapace, is 
the best way to make it flee, or 
cause it to distrust you. In addition, 
it is completely forbidden to touch 
sea turtles as they are a protected 
species. They also seek nutrition 
almost all day and bothering them 
forces them to leave a spot that is 
safe for them, and find another spot 
that is too risky, in zones with 
many boats or exposed to sharks.” 
To top it all off, if the intrusive 
photographer thinks they are being 
original, there is no point in trying 
to tell them that a selfie with a sea 
turtle is without doubt one of the 
most widespread images. So not at 
all original, yet parasitic for the 
species. “Even the most patient sea 
turtles have their limits,” insists 
Questel. 
  
Harmful “Sound and Light”  
Soirées  
And yet, sadly for the turtles, 
such perturbations and threats do 
not come solely from selfies. In 
fact, many other things are harm-
ful to them. “Sound and light” 
soirées on the beaches at night 

are another problem. “If during 
the day the beaches are full of 
swimmers, at night various ani-
mals use them to seek nourish-
ment in the shelter of darkness,” 
says Questel. Herons, crabs, and 
especially sea turtles take advan-
tage of the dark and calm to lay 
their eggs. Very susceptible to 
perturbations, a female sea turtle 
returns immediately to the water 
if she realizes that the beach is 
not safe. After several unsuccess-
ful attempts, she will deposit her 
eggs directly into the sea, 
destroying a hundred eggs all at 
once.” 
 
Without going into more minute 

details, the ATE mentions various 
nautical activities during which 
“sailors” do not respect the 5-
knot speed limit within 200 
meters of the shore, or the “use of 
motorized foils which are more 
and more popular, yet are actual-
ly swift little guillotines.”  And 
they ask the following question: 
“If an amusement is really harm-
ful to endangered species that are 
on their way to extinction, is it 
really amusing?” Those con-
cerned could undoubtably pro-
vide an answer between two 
exhilarating sessions of nautical 
sports. 

SAINT BARTH AND ITS BIODIVERSITY 

Atlantic goliath grouper 
 
Each week, in partnership with the Territorial Environmental Agency, 
The St Barth Weekly invites you to discover a species (fauna or flora, 
terrestrial or marine) that is part of the large biodiversity of the island. 
This week: the goliath grouper, or jewfish (Epinephelus itajara). 

   
Where does it live? 
On reefs, tropical coasts of the East Atlantic, and the West African 
coast. 
What does it eat? 
Mainly piscivorous, it also eats mollusks and crustaceans. 
Did you know? 
The largest bony fish in the Atlantic: its maximum size is 250 cm 
and it weighs up to 363 kg; it lives beyond 37 years; its sexual matu-
rity is 110 cm for males and 120 cm for females.
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T he beauty of 
Saint Barthélemy 
unfolds in this 

book by these partners-
in-crime, as it were, who 
have spent many years 
photographing all aspects 
of the island: Rosemond 
Gréaux and Edmund 
Gudenas share new and 
archival images, with 
short texts by Ellen Lam-
pert-Gréaux and graphic 
design by Florence Voix. 
An American originally 
from Ohio, Edmund 
Gudenas spends his win-
ters in Saint Barth and 
this is not his first photo-
graphic outing, as he has 
already published two 
oversized books with 
views of the island: “St 
Barth Souvenirs” in 2018 
and “St Barth XL” in 
2013.  
 
“This is a project we 
thought about doing for a 
long time,” recalls Saint 
Barth native Rosemond 
Gréaux. “Ed and I met 
for the first time in the 
late 90s. My wife Ellen 
and I saw him taking lots 
of wonderful pictures at 
Le Select. Over the years, 
we became friends and 
started talking about 
doing a photography 
book together.  I like to 
say he became my 
acolyte in taking local 
photos.” 
 

Sports editor and photog-
rapher at Le Journal de 
Saint-Barth for over two 
decades, Rosemond suf-
fered an illness that 
kept him from working 
for the better part of a 
year, but he didn’t forget 
this project: “In Decem-
ber 2019, I decided to 
search in my archives for 
some of the best photos I 
had taken for Le Journal 
de Saint-Barth as well as 
for Harbour Magazine 
over the years. I spent 
many hours with my 
computer to select 
them!” 
 
The title of the book, 
“Land & Sea,” was not 
chosen by chance. “Ed is 
fascinated by Saint 
Barthélemy, its land-
scapes, its horizons, and 
its festivities on land,” 
explains Rosemond, 
“while I was more at 
home out on the waves.  

A s 
a sports journalist, I cov-
ered an incalculable 
number of regattas such 
as The Bucket, The Cata 
Cup, Les Voiles de Saint-
Barth Richard Mille, and 
the Transat. So, it was 
natural for me to concen-
trate on the nautical sec-
tion of the book.” 
 
The photos are all 
impressive, from one to 
the next, thanks to indi-
vidual techniques: “Over 
the years I refined my 
way of taking photos of 
the different sports 
events,” says Rosemond. 
“For example, for the 
regattas, I go out in a 
small motorboat with a 
pilot. That allows me to 

get close to the racing 
boats to capture the 
moment and immortalize 
the sailors in action. As 
for Ed, he takes nine or 
ten successive photos of 
the same scene and links 
them together with spe-
cial software.” 
 
A book that is only sur-

prising in that it 
represents just a 
tiny fraction of the 
photos these two 
friends have taken 
over the years. 
“For me, this 
book is just the 
first, I hope to 
publish a few 

more,” concludes 
Rosemond.  
 
When you browse the 
pages of the book, per-
haps you will catch a 
glimpse of yourself. In 
fact, if you participated in 
a sports event, a regatta, 
Carnival, or a party at Le 
Select, you just might be 
in the pages of this island 
souvenir. 
 
“Saint Barthélemy, 
Land & Sea”  
Rosemond Gréaux & 
Edmund Gudenas 
Available at Les Artisans 
Rue du Général-de-
Gaulle, Gustavia.  
Price 50€ Plus a second 
book by Edmund Gude-
nas as a special gift

Saint Barth As Seen  
by Rosemond Gréaux and Edmund Gudenas
The island may have been in the doldrums during the pandemic, but a perfect remedy for the 
Saint Barth blues can be found in a new book, “St Barthélemy, Land & Sea,” with photo-
graphs by Rosemond Gréaux and Edmund Gudenas.
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Arawak Café 05.90.27.53.23 
Atelier de Joël Robuchon 05.90.77.30.30 
Bagatelle 05.90.27.51.51 
Bar de l’Oubli 05.90.27.70.06 
Bête à Z’Ailes (BAZ Bar) 05 90 29 74 09 
Black Ginger 05.90.29.21.03 
Burger Palace 05.90.51.27.74 
Bonito 05.90.27.96.96 
Café Gloriette 05.90.27.13.71 
Casa 05.90.27.63.77 
Eddy’s Restaurant 05.90.27 54 17 
Fouquet’s Saint-Barth (Carl Gustaf) 05.90.29 79 35 
Fish Corner 05.90.51.36.33 
Kaz A Juice  05 90 29 36 64 
Kinugawa 05 90.51.13.55 
L’Entracte 05.90.27.70.11 
L’Isola Ristorante 05.90.51.00.05 
L’Isoletta 05.90.52.02.02 
La Crêperie 05 90 27 84 07 
La Cantina 05.90.27.55.66 
La Guerite 05.90.27.71.83 
La Petit Plage 05.90.27.73.00 
La Quintessence 05.90.27.63.61 
Le Repaire 05.90.27 72 48 
Le Select 05 90 27 86 87 
Marius 05.90.77.80.12 
Martini 05.90.01.02.60 
Quarter Kitchen & Cocktail Lab 05.90.27.51.82  
Shellona 05.90.29 06 66 
Sin Garden 05 90 87 21 24  
 

 
 

Chez Rolande 05.90.27.51.42 
Food Locker 05.90.27.23.10 
La Case (Cheval Blanc) 05.90 27 61 81 
La Cabane (Cheval Blanc) 05.90 27 61 81  
La Langouste 05.90.27.63.61 
 

 
 

Rivyera (Christopher Hotel) 05.90.27.63.63 
Ti St Barth 05.90.27.97.71 
 

 
 

Les Bananiers 05.90.27.93.48 
Dolce Vita (Villa Marie) 05.90.77.52.52 
 

 
 

Esprit Jean-Claude Dufour 05.90.52.46.10 
Grain de Sel 05.90.52 46 05 
Tamarin 05.90.29.27.74 

 
 

Santa Fé 05.90.27.61.04 
 

 
 

Le Régal 05.90.27 85 26 
 

 
 

Sella 06.90.56.15.22 
 

 
 

Le Manapany 05.90.27.66.55 
 

 
 

Buns   05 90 51 34 33 
Jojo Burger 05 90 27 50 33 
Le Bouchon 05 90 27 79 39 
La Bohème 05 90 27 52 52 
La Licorne 05 90 87 37 93 
Le Portugal à St Barth 05 90 27 68 59 
 

 
 

Le Beach Club (Le Toiny) 05.90 27.88.88 
Le Toiny Restaurant 05.90 27.88.88 
 

 
 

Al Mare (Le Sereno) 05.90.29.83.00 
Amis (Le Barthélemy) 05.90.77.48.48 
Le Rivage 05.90.27.16.35 
Rosewood Le Guanahani 05.90.52.90.08 
Ti Corail 06.90.41.78.59 
Yo Sushi Mania 06.90.62.69.83 
 

 
 

L’Envole (Airport) 05.90.27.71.40 
Kiki e Mo 05.90.27.90.65 
Gyp’Sea 05.90.77.53.01 
La Terrasse 05.90.27.52.21 
Le Glacier 05 90 27 71 30 
Le Diamant  05.90.29.21.97 
Le Jardin 05 90 27 73 62 
Le Piment 05.90 27.53.88 
Nao Beach 05.90.77.47.48 
Nikki Beach 05.90.27.64.64 
Peter MC Cool Irish Pub 05 90 52 08 36 
Pearl Beach 05.90.52.81.33 
Romi (Tropical Hotel) 05 90 27 55 67 
Sand Bar (Eden Rock) 05.90.29.81.64 
Sayolita 05.90.27.13.30 
So Cuisine 05.90.77.15.70 
Zion 05.90.27.63.62 

Gustavia

Flamand

Colombier

Saline

Lurin

Anse des Cayes

Lorient

Toiny

Grand Cul de Sac

Saint Jean

Public

Corossol

Pointe Milou

GASTRONOMY 
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Where to go dancing? See an art exhibit? Listen to live music? 
Time Out keeps you up to date on local happenings. Let’s party ! 

 Live Music  
w From Tuesday to Saturday 
• Dinner cabaret show at 9pm  
@ Ti St Barth, Pointe Milou 
• After-dinner dinner party,  
11pm-4am, with DJs, dance on 
 the tables and fancy dress room  
@ Ti St Barth, Pointe Milou 
w From Thursday to Monday 
- Live Music with The Shamans Duo 
from 7pm to 10pm  
@Le Barthélemy hotel 
w From Friday to Sunday 
- Live Music with The Shamans Duo 
from 1pm to 3pm @Le Barthélemy 
hotel, Grand Cul de Sac 
w Thursday December 8 
- Welcome to the 80’ & 90’s Music by 
Crisologo  @Bagatelle, Gustavia 
- Dj Set Chill Out ith DJ Stéphane 
Gentile from 6pm to10pm 
 @Manapany, Anse des Cayes 
- Live Music by Carbo & Lorenzo 
from 7pm @ Arawak café, Gustavia 
w  Friday, December 9 
- For Her, music by Crisologo 
@Bagatelle, Gustavia 
- Chill out on the beach’s deck, DJ set 
by Stephane Gentile from 6pm 
@ Manapany – Anse des Cayes. 
- Enjoy the tropical vibes all day 
long…@ Nikki Beach, Saint-Jean 
- Live Music from 7pm  
@ Pearl Beach, Siant-Jean 
- Special DJ Set with French classics 
revisited and more by Sébastien 
Roche, from 7pm @ Arawak café, 
Gustavia 
w  Saturday, December 10 
- White Night, music by Crisologo 
@Bagatelle, Gustavia 
- Brasero Lunch with friends, the real 
taste of the Caribbean. 12-4 pm, ani-
mated by our DJ Stephane Gentile 
@ Manapany – Anse des Cayes. 
- Let music feed your soul.  
@ Nikki Beach 
- Bikini Day @ Pearl Beach 
- Live Music by Lollita &Oualichi 
from 7pm @ Arawak café, Gustavia 
- Chess Hour, 3pm-6pm with Jeff  
Follner @ Arawak café, Gustavia 
w  Sunday, December 11 
- Amazing Sunday around the world. 
Meet us in Saint Barth with friends 

and family to journey through the 
rhythm of live music under the sun!  
@ Nikki Beach 
- Brasero Lunch with friends, 12-4 pm, 
animated by our DJ Stephane Gentile 
@ Manapany – Anse des Cayes. 
w Monday December 12 
- Hora Feliz, from 7pm  
@ Arawak café, Gustavia 
- For an Italian Aperitivo Soley will 
be entertaining us with his lyrics and 
guitar like. From 07.30 pm to 10.30 
pm @ at Al Mare Ristorante Sereno 
Hotel, Grand Cul de Sac. 
- Sunset Lounge, Music by Sébastien 
Roche @ Christopher, Pointe Milou 
w Tuesday December 13 
- Chill out Tuesday, live music from 
7pm by The Shamans,  
@ Arawak café, Gustavia 
w Wednesday December 14 
- Bagatelle unplugged Live Music  
- Playful Party @ Arawak café,  
Gustavia 
 
 Exhibitions 
- Space Gallery St Barth, Gustavia : 
Thanksgiving Group Exhibition - se-
lection of painting, photography and 
sculpture including Christopher Mar-
tin, Victor Matthews, Marco Glaviano, 
Gabriella Imperatori Penn, Roger 
Moreau, Remy de Haenen, Hugh 
Arnold and more 
- Bronze Sculptures @ The Collectivity  
- @ Les Artisans, Gustavia 
Paintings : Jérémy Kraft, Alain Le 
Chatelier, Karoline Arcana, Gery 
Langlais, Tony Caramanico, Stanislas 
Defize, Peter Car, David Wegman 
Sculptures : Dave Stevenson and 

Rosamond Fields  
- Bronze Sculptures @ The Collectivity  
- High Season by Mehdy Maxor  
at Rémy de Haenen Airport 
- «Preserve the Heritage and History” 
of Saint-Barthélemy @ Le Brigantin, 
Gustavia. Free entry 
 
w Until December 11 
- Explore The Question Of  
The Rockefeller Villa     
@ Wall House Territorial Museum, 
Gustavia. Free entry 
  
w Artist’s Collection  
- Hannah Moser, Cul de Sac 
- Kay Quattrocchi, Pointe Milou 
 
w Art Galleries  
- Antoine Heckly ArtGallery 
- Clic Gallery, Gustavia 
- Eden Fine Art St Barts 
- Galerie Asie, Gustavia 
- Les Artisans, Gustavia 
- Camaruche Gallery 
- SpaceSBH Gallery 
 
 Night Club  
@ Modjo St-Jean 
@ Casa Night Club 
 
 
 Fashion Show  
w Daily Fashion Shows 
- Fashion Show with Monbarth every 
lunch @ Pearl Beach, St Jean 
- Fashion Show every lunch 
@ Nikki Beach 

MASTHEAD 
Published by "Le Journal de Saint-Barth"  issn-1766-9278  

Les Mangliers, St-Jean - BP 602 - 97133 St Barth  
Phone. : +590 590.27 65 19  

www.stbarthweekly.com • journalsbh@orange.fr  
• Director: Avigaël Haddad avigaeljsb@wanadoo.fr 

• Editor : Thomas Fetrot  redactionjsb@orange.fr 
• English Texts & Translations : Ellen Lampert-Gréaux 

• Print Worker : Prim Services

TIME OUT
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